

ADOPTED 8/29/18


Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Dennis, Hazouri, Carter, R. Gaffney, Brosche and Becton: 
 

RESOLUTION 2018-550-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF JACKSONVILLE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER RUTLEDGE PEARSON; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Jacksonville native Rutledge Pearson graduated from New Stanton High School and earned his bachelor’s degree from Tillatson College in Austin, Texas where he was a very promising baseball player eyeing a professional career; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Pearson played for the New York Black Yankees and the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro League before attempting to move into the segregated white professional leagues. The Jacksonville Beach Seabirds, the Florida State League farm club of the Milwaukee Braves, refused him a roster spot because of his race, and his baseball playing career ended; and


WHEREAS, Rutledge Pearson became a teacher and baseball coach at his alma mater, New Stanton High School, and also became very active in the local chapter of the NAACP in the early 1960s, being elected its president in 1964 and also serving as president of the Florida NAACP organization. He was a central figure in Jacksonville’s civil rights history during the 1960s, organizing sit-ins, demonstrations and picket lines, and was a victim of the Axe Handle Saturday violence in downtown Jacksonville in 1960; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Pearson’s contributions to the civil rights cause included representing Jacksonville at the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, during which Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his famous “I have a dream…” speech, marching with Dr. King and other civil rights leaders in St. Augustine, and organizing supporting African-American labor unions in their struggles for fair wages and decent working conditions; and

WHEREAS, Rutledge Pearson was tragically killed at a young age in a traffic accident, but his legacy of accomplishment lives on, both through his election to Florida’s Civil Rights Hall of Fame in 2016 and through the recent naming of Jacksonville’s main post office in his memory; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commemorates the life and many accomplishments of Jacksonville civil rights leader Rutledge Pearson, and reminds the community of his legacy of selfless dedication to the cause of civil rights and justice locally, statewide and nationally. 
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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